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Locsatlion, Date, and History

This is tﬁe only elghteenth century farnhouse stili.exisﬁi ng on
¥Merhatien Island, snd an excellent specimen of its kirnd.,  Orlelnally
on the old read to Rirgsbridgs, overlookirg pastures, corcherds asnd
gardens, it now stands, since the streets wers reguleted throughout
the northern part of Manhsttan Isglend, st the northwest corner of
Brosdwsy snd 204th Street,

Broadway was lowered chout }5 feet in front of it, lesving the
heuse still on its comwanding high ground from which cune may look
egstward toward the Farler Rlver end bsyond to New York Un*vers;ty,
which stands on Fordham‘ﬁeights. To the scuth, in Revolutionary
times, rose the heights of Fort George snd Fort Washington, while
on the west was the ridge of Tnwood, then called "Mount Washington,"

which ecormends 8 view of the Hudsen and the Falisedes.

A zlimp

&

se of the Dyckmen femily higtory serves to zive the place

“the living charscter of "a loes] habitation and e name."  Williem

Dyckman, who built it, wes e grendson of Jan Diekmen, who cosume to

Yow Amsterdem from Bentheim, Wesbphalla, btoward the close of the Dutich
cogupstion of Yew York {1660) and settled in Harlem. He ard Jen
Fagel were granted part of the present Dyckman trach sbout 1677.
Willism, Tthird in line of descert, inherifted his estats from his
fether in 17735, ¥ls first home, which He tuilt at the time of his
marriage, stocd nser the Harlem River at the present 21Cth Street,

the home of his Pather and grandfaether heing southwest of it between
208th snd 208th Streets., Yhen the Pevoluticn came, Williamts sym-

pethies were with the Amerlesns, btut his home was not in s sale pleve
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. for Lis family; so he abandored that house to 1lts fate and went to e
. _ live with hie cousins neer Peekskill. He was beyond military age,
'but four of his sons were scldlers, snd thelr individual expleits
contributed to the noteble services perforned by the petricts of
Westehester County during the Wer., When William returned to
¥irgsbridze in 1783, he found his forﬁ%f home burned to thes ground and
"his farm rvined. He proceaded at once to Luild the present house on
ite new slte, He brought stone from the ruins ¢f the old houvse, and

timbers from old buildings still sbanding in that neighborhood. In

thig new home he lived until he died in 1787. The house and farm
“passed to his son Jacobus who 1ived there until his death In 1837.
For a fuller acccount of this interesting fanily's history, see

The 224 Ann,., Rerort of the An. Scenic & Historie FPreservetion Soc.

‘ B (1917), 468-474.
In coturse of time, when building of medern apartment houses becenme

& neor rosgitility in thet loeelity, plens werc sericusly considered to

o

meve the old house &f destroy it; but two descendants of Willlem

Dyckman exyressed a desire to buy it of ¥r. and Mreg., John H. Judge ,

who then were owners, to have 1% restored, and to present it to the City.
e

There two generous tratronesses of the old andnhistoric were Mrs. Baghford

Dean (formeriy Mary Alice Dyeckman) end Mrs. Alexander MeMillan Welck

{formerly Fsnny Froderiga Dyckmen). The offer was Pormmelly sccepted

by the City on Nov. 12, 1516, on the rsccrmmendaticon of the Park Comme

igsioner, the Hon. Cahot Ward.  {Ibid., p. 46%.)

Architectursl Deserirpticn

Ther ceme the work of restoretlion. The original desigr of the old
house, which surrests fesntures of the earlier rericd eround 1750, was

guite well underst&od from a drawirg of it wade in 1835. The house had
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‘ heen little chunged since it was built. wir. slexander Moiillan Telch,

an architsct, who with Mr. Bashford Uesan became zn honorary curator'of:
the pluce, was able to determine whut zlierations were necessary to
restore it to its condition prior to 1800,

A small north wing, added wbout 1830, wus removed. The ouack porch;
destroyed about 1880, was recoastructed, its foundution stones baing_
£till in position. Lven the smoke-house wus repluaced after s picturs
of ths original.one, and the well-curb wus reprodaced. Hetted beams
were mended or replaced by similar bhand-hevm timbsrs of the same age.
The house wus newly shingled, and all the original exterior wocdwork
was repeinted.

Inside, the only serious changes were in the woodwork »f the hall
and dining-roos, which had been "modernized" about 1880.  To accomplish

. this, the older woudwork wus copied us found either under the newer
pleces or in other parts of the house. hissing hinges, leocks, latches,
nand-mede nails, ete., were supplliaed from cother houses of similer date.
The double or "Duteh" doors were orizinal except in the swaner kitchen.
The original colors of walls and woodwork were discovered by reuwoving
later layers o paint and dupliceting the first layer f'ound.

. reteining well of stone resembling thuat of the houss was built

e

slong the sidewalk on the two streets ut the foot of the high ground on
whiclh the house stands; und an old fashloned gerden was laid out with
flowers, shrubs and trezs reminiscent of the excepbional botanical skill

of old Jucobus Dyclknan. {8ee The Dyckiman House, Park and luseum, puba

by The Gilliss Press, 1918; und The 22d. Ann. Keport, above cited,

pp. 463=54.)
Through the researches of lr. ieginauld Pelham Bolton snd his esso-

ciates, a British camp site wus discovered west of the Dyckman house,
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where possibly several hundred cavins had been built undsr the shelter

of the hillside. | The relics of a cantonment were unswrthed. A
faesimile of one of these military huts has been constructed bshind the
house under Mr. Bolton's direction. (EEEE., pe 468, wifh reproduction
from whotograph on Plate 12.) |

After the Hevolution, the British cumps were swept gway, the huts
were filled in, or burned, and the remaining timber carried away to be
‘usad in repairing ruined farmhouses, outbuildings and fences. Possginly
some of thase meterials went inte the building of ithis house.

A detziled account of the alteratisns and additions made, and the
appearance of the house azs restored in 19186 and s=ince then preserved,

was published as follows in the 22d Ann. RKeport (1817,, already cited,

pp. 475-82.

"The house itself has basement, parlor floor, bedroom floor and attioc.
It is well built. Its stone walls are twenty inches thicl, sznd are con-
tinued up to the window ledzes of tne sleeping-room‘fIOQr; above them
heavy, hand~hewn white ouk beams cover-d with wide elepboards £ill in
the space‘ta the pesk of the gambrel roof, which, incidentally, has an
exceptionally graceful curve.

"fhe house had two extensions. The one to the south contulned the
summer xitchen and will Juter be deseribed. The one to the north vus
relatively new, deting about 1830; built to provide additional room for
the garvunts. Tni s has now been renoved.

"There are two rare features in the construction of the old house.

It had & front of brick instead of field-stone, and 1t hsd slso a base-
ment. The latiter was a feature which vossibly urose frem the situation
of the houss, for it was bullt aguinst a ledge of rock, which supuorts

the entire reuar wall, and permitted, therefore, an unurual depth below.
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"In the basement was a wirter <itchen, having & lurge brick fireplace;

beside this room, at the north, was & roomy and dry cellar, which no
doubt was well provisioned in its days with winter vegetables and'§ans
of wilk resting on swinging shelves, the supports of.which are still
preserved. Into this cellar one wight enter from without, from an in-
clined passagewuy, down a couple of steps and through sloping celiar
doore, in the ancient Duteh fashion.

"The parlor floor is margined east and west by wide porches continued.
the full length of the house. It has the ususl broad hall extending -
through the middle of the house from front to back, ovening right and left';’
inte the mxin rooms. Here stands & £all Dutch clock. On the . right ae
we enter tha front deor one looks into the parlor, st the left into the
dining-room, which was just above the winter kitchen, In front 1s the
narrow staircase, margined prialy with & straight cherry rail, and beiow.
the turn of the stairs one sees through ths opsned haif-door the trees
on the slope of inwaod Rkidge. Behind the purlor und also opening.into
the hall was & sualler room, inown a3 Isaac Dyckman's room, and across
the hall, opening by a doorway under the staircase, one could descend
to the winter kitchen, or could enter through a small, dark passageway
up and down three steps into & small back room, and thence into the faar
of the cining-room. This room was xnown ss Grandfather Dyckman's, and
here, we believe, died ¥William Dvcloagn in 1787,

"The sleeping-room floor includss five rooms. Uf two small bedrooms
at the rear only one opens into the hall--%this is cualled Isaac Michasl
Dyckman's room. The two main rooms north ard south are known, respec-
tively, as the uncles' room and Jacobus Dyckman's moow; inte the latter

opened the gecond rear room, which is believed to huve been occupied by

the youngest children. The front of the hall was enclosed as a dark,
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servant!'s or nurse's bedroomn, frosi which passéd curious low storage
spaCces, '1ike éac?et“pdSSageways,' north snd south, formed by the over-
hanging eaves and lighted by small bull's eyes st aither end of the
houss., A stepladder lsads to the garret, in which one may see the hand~
hewn timber of the old house reaching upwurd o the gable and roofing
a space which was invaluable in the dowmestic economy of olden times....
T™his gfaat space was agsin lighted by bull's-eye st either end of the
house.

"The eouthern addition contains a summer kitchen and above it sas
8 lurge servants' rooil. This addition, we believe, was reully of earlier
dete than the house iLtself, having probubly besen built prior to the
Luerican Hevolution.  For we inow thut the main building was erected in
or zbout 1783, the vewur when Willisw Dyckman returned to his home after
the evacuation of the city by the British. nis old house had been burned
and he probably lived in the present addition, which served earlier as a
foremants cot.uge, or was possibly part of his first house, from 210th
Street. This is evidenced by the churscter of the ceiling of its main
room, which shows open rufters with beaded edges, ulso an ezrly type of
fireplace.  Another reason for its greuter wge is thut its north wll 1is
covered with clapbosrds, although it faced the storne wall of the main
house, thus showing conclusively that the stone wall wust sither heve
been bullt uguinst the clupbourds or that the saull sddition must sub-

1

sequently huve been moved up sgainst the houss.

B T T

"0f buke ovens, we have two excellent specimens in the swmmer kitchen,
50 latrge thut they appear on the outside of the house, projecting behind
the chiuney like buttresses, mnd indicsating the size of the furw and the
nuwnber of its slaves and helpers to be provided for.
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"The moulding or chelirerail, about ths well, saows that chairs were

often placed cloze to the plaster, whish was thus prudsently gusrded
5gainst injury. The mentels, wiich, by the way, are the originsl ones,
save in the dining-room, wre tall, narrow snd formael, simple in ornament,
i bttass ettty

"The 1little window=panes speak of the time when glass was wore sasily
had in small 'lights'--when ounes were grewsn, uneven and bubbly, rusting
in the air froa poor chewical composition. But while glase wuas rure,
iron was csnépicdous, g one infers from the door hinges and thelr massive
construction, for parts of the hinges run strap-lixe over the woodwork
before carventers learned to hide the .etsl within the crease of the door.
Double doors are characteristic of Dutch houses, with their curious hin-
zes and luiches whioh enabled the housewife to weep doors ocen but at
the swme time Xsep out of her halls the truciing fest of douecstlic
gnimals-~-and coildren. On our front door is the moclker fruw a IDyclonen
house {Boscovel), %hich probably &ll older mewbers of the funily have

used from 1795." (22d Ann. Heport, supra, pp. 475-482.)

0f the very fwe houzes etill standing in dew York which vere bullt
before 1808, the Dyckuasn house is Lnhe guuinteast. Its proportions sre
unsretentious, for it was & simnle Tarabouse; but the two Dyckuan
daughters, ho presented it to the ciiy, have spwred no trouble or ex-
i th
perse in cub®itting it wish fewily neirlooms,andﬁhevolutiuﬁary troysies
found by Lr. Bolton and nis sssociutes in the rneignborhood, and in

making the house u& Lomelike and intlaate as & sublic muszenn cen hope to

be.
Written, Hay 13, 1934, by
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Thomus . lotochkiss
118 pPine St., Peekswill, T. Y.
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